The Daily Texan by University of Texas at Austin
Tuesday, January 31, 2017@thedailytexan facebook.com/dailytexan
Serving the University of Texas at Austin community since 1900
dailytexanonline.com bit.ly/dtvid
OPINION PAGE 4 COMICS PAGE 7 SPORTS PAGE 6
CAMPUS
Lecturer leads informal Trump class
By Catherine Marfin
@catherinemarfin
CRIME
Grace Nakajima | Daily Texan Staff
Art and art history lecturer William Schweigert will teach an infor-
mal class, Trump 2.0 Reading Group, to discuss changes in society.LECTURE page 2
UT students intern, learn at Texas Capitol
STATE
By Claire Allbright
@claireallbright
Joshua Guerra | Daily Texan Staff
Government junior Mariadela Villegas is a legislative intern in state Rep. Tomas Uresti’s office. Drawing from her experiences 
as an immigrant, Mariadela works to reform immigration policy.INTERNS page 3
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Former UT 
student on 
FBI Top Ten 
surrenders
A former UT student 
added to the FBI’s Top 
Ten Most Wanted Fugi-
tives list last December 
turned himself in last 
Thursday afternoon 
after more than three 
decades on the run. 
Robert Van Wisse, 
51, surrendered to law 
enforcement officers in 
Laredo, Texas, accord-
ing to the Austin Police 
Department, and has 
since been booked at 
the Travis County Jail. 
Van Wisse is accused of 
murdering and sexually 
assaulting 22-year-old 
Laurie Stout in 1983.
“I’m proud to stand 
here before you and an-
nounce that Van Wisse 
has been arrested and 
taken into custody,” said 
Christopher Combs, 
special agent with the 
San Antonio Division 
of the FBI, at a joint 
press conference last 
Friday morning. “This 
has been a combined 
worldwide effort.”
In September 1983, 
then-18-year-old Van 
Wisse was in an Aus-
tin office building after 
hours registering for 
a course. APD found 
Stout’s body the next 
morning and later ruled 
her death as a homicide 
due to strangulation 
and asphyxia, according 
to the FBI.
Travis County is-
sued a state arrest war-
rant for Van Wisse on 
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UT rated one of the most 
bike-friendly campuses. 
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Church holds vigil for refugees
By Lisa Dreher
@lisa_dreher97
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Transgender comic hosts event
For the duration of this 
semester, art and art history 
lecturer William Schweigert 
will be dedicating his Mon-
day nights to teaching UT 
students and faculty about 
today’s political climate as 
it relates to the election of 
President Donald Trump.
Schweigert will be lead-
ing the Trump 2.0 Read-
ing Group, an informal 
class examining Trump’s 
political success during 
the past election year. The 
course began last week 
and follows an updated 
version of a mock sylla-
bus comprised of readings 
and other course materials 
released by The Chroni-
cle of Higher Education 
last summer.
Schweigert said all stu-
dents and faculty are wel-
come to attend the class 
held every Monday night in 
the Art Building from 8 to 
10 p.m.
“I believe informal group 
discussion and reading 
groups is one of the best 
ways to learn, and to create 
a community,” Schweigert 
said in an email. “That is 
my experience with edu-
cation, and that’s how I’ve 
made my closest friends, 
by collaborating on reading 
groups, or movie groups.”
The original syllabus, 
Trump 1.0, received crit-
icism from multiple or-
ganizations for its lack of 
scholars of color and other 
marginalized groups, as 
well as failing to address 
Transgender stand-up co-
median Ian Harvie said Mon-
day he aims to create a relatable 
atmosphere during his per-
formances, where individu-
als from all backgrounds and 
gender identities are united 
through laughter.
Harvie began the “Everyone 
Is A Little Bit TRANS(GEN-
DER)” event at the SAC Audi-
torium by introducing his view 
on politics.
“I really think a change is 
going to happen in this country 
when a lot of old conservative 
people die,” Harvie said. “I love 
Obama. I’ve been panicking 
online, just rabbit-holing the 
shit of every article I can find, 
and I’m super freaked out. 
It’s been a week, but it’s one of 
those things, it was the first 
time we had a person of color 
running shit.”
The performer proceeded 
to discuss his gender identity, 
explaining how he came out 
as queer at the age of 19 and as 
transgender at 32.
“I had the great pleasure of 
coming out twice to my par-
ents,” Harvie said. “The first 
time I was wasted, but I wrote 
my parents a letter the second 
time and gave it to them on 
Easter — ‘Jesus has risen, I’m 
trans,’ I don’t know.”
Harvie then went on to ad-
vise individuals considering 
coming out to their families, 
recalling an incident with his 
mother two weeks after re-
vealing himself as transgender. 
After finding Harvie online on 
an AOL chatroom, his moth-
er expressed how she and her 
husband supported him as 
he sounded certain about his 
identity, admitting that if he did 
not, his family would have con-
vinced him otherwise.
“If you are certain, you will 
be okay on the other side,” Har-
vie said. “I had to silence every-
body, even if they were in favor 
of it, and I had to hear my own 
voice to find out if I was certain 
or not.”
Kinesiology sophomore 
Amethyst Mone’t enjoyed the 
event and found it inspiring. 
“It’s comforting to be on 
a campus where something 
like being queer or trans is 
becoming more normalized,” 
Mone’t said. “Ian Harvie is an 
incredible speaker and an in-
spiration to blooming trans 
and gender non-conforming 
people everywhere.”
The event was hosted by 
Campus E+E’s Distinguished 
Speakers series. Chair Maya 
Hughley, a marketing junior, 
said Harvie’s humor made him 
an ideal person to discuss the 
topic of being transgender.
“We want to try to bring all 
viewpoints to campus, and we 
thought that this was a really 
great opportunity to not only 
talk about an issue that is im-
portant politically and socially, 
but also (bring) a comedian 
who brings a funny and engag-
ing view on it,” Hughley said.
Harvie concluded by ex-
plaining how finding out he 
was transgender was like a gift.
“People say is it hard to be 
trans. I want to say yes it is, but 
not for me,” Harvie said. “I feel 
like this is one of the biggest 
gifts I’ve ever been giving, like I 
won the fucking lottery.”
Despite only living in the 
U.S. for the past eight months, 
Basima Hawasli, a senior at 
Harmony Science Academy, 
said she is thankful for Amer-
icans who support her after 
she fled from her war-strick-
en homeland of Syria.
“I’m so thankful for Amer-
ican people for everything,” 
Hawasli said. 
More than 300 people 
filled the aisles and lined the 
side walls of the crowded First 
English Lutheran Church for 
a vigil for refugees Monday 
evening. A temporary ban 
signed on Friday by President 
Donald Trump, barring refu-
gees from seven Middle East-
ern countries, brought local 
and immigrant families out to 
the sacred space.
Pastors and philanthro-
py members thanked the 
crowd for their support and 
informed them about ongo-
ing plans to raise money and 
volunteer in the effort to help 
refugees. A mix of religious 
groups said their doors 
are wide open for refugees 
regardless of their faith.
The GirlForward program 
recruited displaced girls like 
Hawasli and teaches them 
life and career skills, such as 
learning English.
GirlForward found-
er Blair Brettschneider 
said the program began 
in Chicago and has now 
branched out to Austin. 
On Friday, Trump told the 
Christian Broadcasting Net-
work he would give preference 
for Christian refugees, which 
Brettschneider said is unjust.
“We know that Christians 
are not the only people who 
face religious persecution,” 
Brettschneider said. “Perse-
cution — religious, political 
Briana Vargas | Daily Texan Staff
Various speakers, pastor, and philanthropy members ad-
dress a crowd of more than 300 people at First English Lu-
theran Church on Monday evening. The group spoke about 
ongoing plans to raise money and volunteer in the effort to 
help refugees during the Interfaith Community Vigil.
For three legislative interns, 
working this session at the 
Capitol is a foot in the door to 
their future careers. 
There are 65 students cur-
rently enrolled in the UT 
government department’s in-
ternship program, with many 
working at the Capitol or an 
organization engaging with 
legislation, said James Hen-
son, director of The Texas 
Politics Project.
“In essence, (interns) learn 
by close observation, and in 
many circumstances, by ac-
tively participating in the 
process,” Henson said in an 
email. “It’s a terrific form of 
civic education.”
Holden Hopkins, a Plan II 
and business honors fresh-
man, said the chance to work 
in the office of state Rep. Todd 
Hunter, R-Corpus Christi, was 
one he couldn’t pass up, given 
Hunter is the representative 
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A UT student sits outside of Parlin Hall on Monday morning.
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CAMPUS
By Alicja Zapalska
@zapolishka
UT was ranked number 
one in Best College Values’ 
list of bike-friendly university 
campuses in the U.S.
The University eked out a 
narrow victory over Stanford 
University, with 40 miles of 
bike paths that weave through 
the 40 Acres credited as a de-
ciding factor. Best College 
Values assigned points based 
on each university’s bike clubs, 
classes, challenges, as well as 
the total miles of bike path 
and how well the paths are 
integrated into the campus at 
large. The amenities listed in 
the decision include UT’s bike 
hub, the Kickstand, Orange 
Bike Project, the Fix-It Sta-
tions and bike pumps available 
around campus.
Bicycle coordinator Jeremy 
Hernandez, who works in 
UT’s Parking and Transpor-
tation Services Department, 
expressed skepticism at the 
website’s decision. 
“Yes, we are doing a good 
job, but I think we have a long 
way to go,” Hernandez said, 
citing the University’s need for 
bicycle registration. 
Hernandez said some areas 
he hopes to improve include 
“more Fix-It stations, more re-
liable pumps, more bike lanes 
and more bike storage units.” 
Hernandez said he believes 
cycling is beneficial to student 
health and overall well-being. 
“Bikes are a great way to 
travel on campus, not to men-
tion a cheap way,” Hernandez 
said. “Biking is definitely a part 
of UT culture.”
Hernandez also spoke 
about Orange Bike Project, 
located inside 27th Street Ga-
rage. Manned by volunteers 
and student workers, the proj-
ect helps students fix their own 
bikes or rent bikes for up to 
a semester.
“In terms of people rent-
ing bikes, last semester, I 
think (we had) around 60 or 
70,” said electrical engineer-
ing sophomore Evan Davies, 
and one of the project’s paid 
student workers. 
Part of the project’s funding 
comes from the University’s 
Parking and Transportation 
Services, but the rest is from 
things they sell and rentals, 
which is their biggest source of 
income, Davies said.
Texas Cycling, the Univer-
sity’s cycling team, also con-
tributes to UT’s first place in 
ranking, according to the list. 
Texas Cycling member Max 
Bernhardt, a government 
sophomore, said there are 75 
members in the organization. 
Bernhardt said he hopes to see 
at least 25 members competing 
in the upcoming season.
Although Bernhardt re-
mains critical of UT’s bicy-
cle infrastructure, he credits 
the club with launching his 
racing career. 
“Texas Cycling is an excel-
lent community of cyclists 
from all walks of life, who 
share a common goal of bet-
tering themselves and having 
a good time by riding a bike,” 
Bernhardt said.
Fabiana Peña Feeney | Daily Texan file
The University of Texas is ranked number one in Best College 
Values’ list of bike-friendly univeristy campuses in the U.S.
UT comes in first for best bike-friendly campuses
LECTURE
continues from page 1
issues such as racism, 
sexism and xenophobia, 
topics that have been at 
the forefront of political 
conversations this last 
election year.
Trump 2.0, the updat-
ed version of the original 
syllabus that Schweigert’s 
group will be using, was 
created by historians 
N.D.B Connolly and Kei-
sha N. Blain and includes 
suggested readings and 
resources from more 
than 100 scholars across 
multiple disciplines.
“I think a lot of what’s 
going on is spurred out 
of not being educated and 
not understanding a lot of 
the issues going on,” visu-
al art studies junior Jade 
Partain said. “I think it’s 
important especially now 
to be involved … there’s 
always more to learn.”
Schweigert said he will 
also be using additional 
material that he finds 
relevant to the topics the 
group will follow, as well 
as any relevant materi-
al members of the group 
can contribute.
“We will all offer up the 
resources we have, we will 
make a communal brain,” 
Schweigert said in an 
email. “We want diverse 
academic thought, we 
want collaboration.”
Focused more on the 
history and political cli-
mate that led to Trump’s 
election and less on 
Trump as a man, the syl-
labus is organized into 
weekly topics that include 
“Trumpism Anecdotes,” 
“Sexuality and LGBTQ 
Rights,” “Racial Double 
Standards under Mass In-
carceration” and “Misog-
yny, Sexism and Shaming 
the Female Body,” among 
many others. 
“With things like alter-
native facts and misinfor-
mation, it’s important to 
understand exactly what 
people are talking about 
and what they mean when 
they are referring to differ-
ent parts of history that we 
weren’t around for,” studio 
art junior Vivek Sebastian 
said. “It’s gonna be a lot 
of … working through it 
and understanding exact-
ly where we need to be 
going and what we need 
to be doing from this 
point forward.”
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I think a lot of what’s 
going on is spurred 
out of not being 
educated and not un-
derstanding a lot of 
the issues going on. I 
think it’s important...
to be involved...”
—Jade Partain, 
Visual art studies junior
President Donald Trump’s 
executive order blocks people 
with unique backgrounds and 
expertise from entering the 
U.S., UT System Chancellor 
William McRaven said in a 
Monday statement.
McRaven’s statement comes 
one day after UT President 
Gregory Fenves sent an email 
out to University students, 
faculty and staff showing his 
support to members of the UT 
community who are citizens of 
the countries impacted by the 
executive order. 
“I believe that the talent, en-
ergy, and ideas flowing into the 
United States of America — 
and to UT System institutions 
— from countries around the 
world are among our greatest 
strengths,” McRaven said in 
a statement. “The men and 
women who show up at our 
shores and our doors — ready 
to study, work, and participate 
— make us stronger, smarter, 
more competitive, and more 
attuned to the rest of the globe.”
According to the UT Sys-
tem, there are 983 people who 
are traveling abroad who are 
a part of the University. The 
System is unsure if all 983 of 
those people have been im-
pacted by the travel ban, said 
Jenny LaCoste-Caputo, exec-
utive director of UT System 
media relations. 
McRaven, a retired U.S. Navy 
admiral, is known for his role 
in leading a special operations 
raid that led to the capture and 
death of Osama bin Laden in 
2011. McRaven is also a recog-
nized authority for U.S. foreign 
policy and previously advised 
former presidents George W. 
Bush and Barack Obama on 
defense tactics.
“I would hope that my com-
mitment to our nation’s se-
curity cannot be questioned,” 
McRaven said in a statement. 
“I stand behind our nation’s 
efforts to ensure all our citi-
zens are free from the threat 
that terrorism can bring to 
our shores.”
Trump signed an executive 
order this past Friday bar-
ring refugees from coming 
into the U.S. for 120 days and 
immigrants from seven pri-
marily Muslim countries for 
three months. The executive 
order, also known as the trav-
el ban, includes the countries 
Iraq, Iran, Syria, Libya, Su-
dan, Somalia and Yemen. The 
executive order received 
backlash Friday night as nu-
merous protesters gathered 
at airports around the na-
tion to demand freedom for 
detained immigrants.
New York federal judge 
Ann Donnelly issued an 
emergency stay for those af-
fected by the ban and ruled 
they cannot be removed 
from the U.S. Federal judg-
es in Washington state and 
Boston issued rulings on the 
same basis.
“There is imminent danger 
that, absent the stay of 
removal, there will be sub-
stantial and irreparable injury 
to refugees, visa-holders, and 
other individuals from na-
tions subject to the January 
27, 2017, Executive Order,” 
Donnelly said in her ruling. 
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racing career. 
“Texas Cycling is an excel-
lent community of cyclists 
from all walks of life, who 
share a common goal of bet-
tering themselves and having 
a good time by riding a bike,” 
Bernhardt said.
Fabiana Peña Feeney | Daily Texan file
The University of Texas is ranked number one in Best College 
Values’ list of bike-friendly univeristy campuses in the U.S.
By Anusha Lalani
@anusha_lalani
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Oct. 3, 1996, after he 
was charged with Stout’s 
murder, according to an 
APD press release. In 
March 1997, Van Wisse 
was charged with flight 
to avoid prosecution and 
a federal warrant was is-
sued. On Thursday, APD 
arrested Van Wisse on 
this charge.
It wasn’t until De-
cember 2016 that Van 
Wisse was added to the 
FBI’s most-wanted list 
and a $100,000 reward 
was offered for anyone 
with information on 
his whereabouts. 
“Closure is an endur-
ing process,” said Hector 
Gomez, deputy supervi-
sor of the U.S. Marshals 
Service, to Stout’s family 
members at last Friday’s 
press conference. “On be-
half of the investigative 
agencies that have been 
instrumental in making 
this possible, we hope 
today brings you a mo-
ment of reflection. We 
thank you for keeping her 
memory alive.”
APD and the FBI are 
still looking into sev-
eral details of the case, 
including where Van 
Wisse had been living 
and how he was able to 
avoid capture for so long, 
Combs said.
“APD, the FBI and our 
partners were able to 
bring a laser focus to this 
case,” Combs said. “We 
will find these people — 
no matter how long they 
have been running — we 
will find them and bring 
them to justice. We do 
that for the families sit-
ting here, the citizens of 
the United States and the 
citizens of Austin.”
Travis County will 
soon begin the process of 
indicting Van Wisse on a 
second charge of first-de-
gree murder, according 
to APD.
“We can’t bring her 
back, but we can bring 
her justice,” APD Chief 
Brian Manley said. “It is 
justice delayed, but it will 
be justice.”
Since the FBI’s list 
was created in 1950, 512 
fugitives have been 
placed on the list, and 
481 — including Van 
Wisse — have been ap-
prehended or located, ac-
cording to the FBI. Combs 
attributed the list’s 94 
percent success rate to 
both the combined efforts 
of federal investigative 
agencies and to the media.
“By putting someone 
on the Top Ten list, it 
generates massive me-
dia attention and al-
lows the full resources 
of FBI to be brought to 
bear worldwide,” Combs 
said. “That’s why we put 
people on the Top Ten, 
because we believe that 
through using the me-
dia, through using those 
mechanisms, we can find 
those people and bring 
them to justice.”
FBI
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Global aerospace and secu-
rity company Lockheed Martin 
announced last Tuesday that it 
will continue a longstanding 
partnership with UT in hopes 
of supporting modern engi-
neering research. The company 
has supported the University 
through scholarships, stu-
dent organizations and fac-
ulty awards for four decades, 
but this agreement focuses on 
increasing engagement with 
the Cockrell School of En-
gineering and the College of 
Natural Sciences.
While developing solutions 
through projects has histori-
cally been gridlocked by the re-
negotiation of research guide-
lines, Cherie Rachel, research 
relations director for the Cock-
rell School of Engineering, said 
master agreements such as the 
one between Lockheed Martin 
and UT can allow schools to 
focus solely on data gathering 
and analysis.
“The beauty of a master re-
search agreement is that once 
you get it in place, you can have 
projects up and running with-
in a week,” Rachel said. “The 
time-consuming part in getting 
a master research agreement in 
place is not the budgeting and 
mapping — it is getting con-
sensus from both parties on the 
terms of the contract.”
The process of starting a re-
search project typically takes 
several months and some-
times even longer, but once an 
agreement is signed, new proj-
ects can be scoped and started 
quickly. Professors from the 
departments of Electrical and 
Computer Engineering, Me-
chanical Engineering, Com-
puter Science and the College 
of Natural Sciences have al-
ready been chosen to spear-
head projects under the master 
agreement. These projects will 
attempt to solve problems re-
garding cybersecurity, materi-
als sciences, wireless communi-
cations and autonomous flight. 
“Lockheed Martin is work-
ing to solve generation-af-
ter-next challenges, and 
transformational research 
and development programs 
are critical for success in that 
process,” said Robie Samanta 
Roy, vice president of technol-
ogy strategy and innovation at 
Lockheed Martin, in a news 
release by Cockrell.
Electrical engineering junior 
Erin Henschel said she inter-
prets “generation-after-next 
challenges” as the harsh effects 
of climate change. Henschel 
worked as an intern in a group 
that repaired modules that 
go into Lockheed’s F-35 joint 
strike fighter aircraft at Ray-
theon Space and Airborne Sys-
tems last summer.
“Engineers must create more 
energy-efficient daily systems 
to decrease the overall human 
effect on the ozone,” Henschel 
said. “Another thing we can 
work on are machines that 
reverse the effects of the ex-
tensive damage already done. 
Our grandchildren will be in 
the danger zone of climate 
change, which is why as engi-
neers we must improve upon 
these systems.”
By Grace Speas
@gracespeas
Gabriel Lopez
Daily Texan file
UT System Chan-
cellor William H. 
McRaven speaks 
at the Lyndon B. 
Johnson School 
of Public Affairs 
on Sept. 12, 
2016. McRa-
ven released a 
statement Mon-
day regarding 
President Donald 
Trump’s execu-
tive order which 
bars refugees 
from entering the 
U.S. for a 120-
day period.
Closure is an enduring 
process. On behalf 
of the investigative 
agencies that have 
been instrumental in 
making this possible, 
we hope today brings 
you ... reflection.”
—Hector Gomez, 
Deputy supervisor of U.S. Marshals
or otherwise — is the very rea-
son our girls, our neighbors 
from Syria, Iraq, Sudan and 
elsewhere, fled their homes. It’s 
not an acceptable policy of a 
country that stands for freedom.”
A woman in a corner held a 
sign with biblical passage Ex-
odus 22:21, which said, “You 
shall not wrong a stranger 
or oppress him, for you were 
strangers in the land of Egypt.”
Biology freshman Laila Bur-
ghul was standing in line out-
side with her two friends, who 
were also Muslim, and said 
Trump’s ban reminded her the 
conflict her grandparents faced 
as refugees from Palestine.
“It feels like we’re going 
back in time,” Burghul said. 
“It’s just weird seeing this kind 
of thing again like shutting 
refugees out.”
Business freshman Omama 
Qureshi said her family is from 
Pakistan and is worried it may 
be a country that would be 
affected by the ban as well.
“I do know my uncle was 
thinking about applying for 
citizenship to come here, 
and we’re afraid he can’t,” 
Qureshi said.
Public health freshman 
Ushna Ahmad said she has 
seen how Trump’s orders have 
troubled fellow Muslims and 
Trump supporters. 
“I have a lot of friends and 
distant family members who 
are also affected by this,” Ah-
mad said. “Even though it 
may not be affecting me, just 
because of my religion, it does 
make an impact. I’ve heard of 
a lot of people saying they re-
gret their decision of voting 
for him.”
Imam Mohamed-Umer Es-
mail of Nueces Mosque near 
campus said the overflow of 
people outside and around the 
church was promising.
“We’re taking it a step at a 
time,” Esmail said. “It’s just 
so uplifiting to see so many 
people show up on such short 
notice. It’s just wonderful to 
see the humongous amount 
of support.”
listen 
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at 
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newscast
from Hopkins’ home district. 
“I am very interested in 
politics and very interested in 
government,” Hopkins said. “I 
knew that I wanted to do an in-
ternship at the Capitol at some 
point, especially being up here 
in Austin.”
Hopkins, who hopes to go 
into the public sphere and run 
for elected office himself, said 
he is working with Hunter’s 
office to address domestic vio-
lence and human trafficking, as 
well as his city’s water struggles. 
“I love my hometown, and I 
love my district,” Hopkins said. 
“Anything I can do to give back 
and work for that district, I am 
always willing to do.”
While he identifies more 
closely as a Democrat and Hunt-
er is a Republican, Hopkins 
said when it comes to issues 
that affect Corpus constituents, 
personal politics don’t play 
a role.  
“I know that his politics at his 
heart is what’s best for Corpus, 
not what’s best for the Republi-
can Party or what’s best for the 
Democratic Party,” Hopkins 
said. “That’s something that I 
can align with very closely.”
Roushon Talcott, interna-
tional relations and global 
studies senior, is spending this 
semester as a legislative intern 
in state Rep. Tomas Uresti’s 
office, alongside five other in-
terns. Uresti, D-San Antonio, 
is a freshman legislator, and 
Talcott said because of this, 
each intern has a great deal of 
responsibility researching and 
pitching bill ideas.
Having the opportunity to 
conduct research on legislation 
and collaborate with other 
interns and office employees 
are skills Talcott said she thinks 
will help her in the future 
during law school. 
“Getting to see the whole 
process has given me a better 
idea to see how in the future, 
if I were to become a lobbyist, 
how I could actually get things 
done,” Talcott said. “Know-
ing from seeing myself how 
things function is going to be 
very useful.”
Government junior Mari-
adela Villegas is also an intern 
in Uresti’s office, where her 
policy focus is on education, 
the environment and immi-
gration. Villegas said being an 
immigrant herself has made 
her passionate about immigra-
tion issues and said she hopes 
to study immigration law in 
law school. 
“(I’m passionate about) 
helping other families who are 
like my family and are either 
fleeing from war or violence 
or corruption or poverty,” Vil-
legas said. “Since I have gone 
through the process and have 
experienced what it’s like to be 
uncertain about where you are 
going to live or if you’re going 
to have to go back or not, is 
something I feel very strongly 
connected to.” 
Villegas said working as a 
legislative intern with Uresti 
has taught her to never say no 
to something she believes in.
“Working for Rep. Ures-
ti has really opened my eyes 
and really solidified that career 
path because I really admire 
the level of passion he has for 
his issues and for his district,” 
Villegas said. “I feel like that’s 
something I want to do and 
something I want to aspire to 
be, someone who wants to help 
the people they can.”
Protest has always been significant in 
American history. In essence, protest is 
intended to give a voice to the voiceless, 
serving as the only means disadvantaged 
groups have of expressing themselves. 
When African-Americans marched 
through Alabama in 1965, they did so be-
cause they were excluded from fair and 
free elections. In perhaps America’s most 
famous protest, the Sons of Liberty de-
stroyed almost 46 tons of British tea be-
cause they were deprived of the right to 
elect representatives to Parliament.
Less than 24 hours after President Don-
ald Trump placed his hand on Abraham 
Lincoln’s Bible, more than 4 million peo-
ple around the globe marched in solidarity 
against the inauguration of an overt mi-
sogynist and racist. Within the last week, 
Trump’s executive orders to suspend the 
admission of refugees and block Muslim 
immigration were met with resistance so 
ubiquitous he was forced to backpedal. 
While this move seems like a testament to 
the power of the people, it would be fool-
hardy to assume that protest in itself will be 
successful in inhibiting the malevolence of 
the Trump administration. No amount of 
protesting on behalf of refugees can make 
Donald Trump a humanitarian.
As such, the benefit of this dissent lies in 
the message it sends. Protests serve to show-
case the anger of the people. When a group 
of about 100 UT students walked out of class 
to protest the inauguration, they did so while 
forgetting what they disagreed with. Their 
message dissolved into a muddle of anti-fas-
cist, anti-police, anti-government raillery. 
The most radical among them spoke the 
loudest, hijacking a demonstration about the 
inauguration and transforming it into a hazy 
grab for attention. 
In contrast, the next day’s Women’s March 
— while inarguably representative of differ-
ent issues and identities — unified around 
positive themes. At a time when the coun-
try is more divided than it has been in re-
cent memory, our ability to unite around a 
shared hope for the future will define pos-
itive demonstration. However, the ultimate 
success of the anti-Trump movement will 
be decided by its leaders’ ability to demand 
specific change. 
“Effective protests push the envelope just 
a little,” history professor H.W. Brands said. 
Protests, he said, that seek specific, targeted 
and “doable” aims are most likely to see im-
mediate change. If the last 10 days provide 
any insight, the next four years will be fraught 
with protests. The developing opposition 
movement will only succeed if they can find a 
way to unify around achievable goals.
We are entering a new era of dissent. On 
Nov. 8, the voices of the majority of Ameri-
cans were drowned out by an outdated voting 
system, and the next four years will see a re-
emergence of those voices in unprecedented 
magnitudes. There will be protests, and there 
will be hell to raise, but more significantly, 
there will be people across the country pre-
paring to resist the coming era. So march, 
assert your malcontent, but never walk out 
of class to make a statement. Throw yourself 
into your education knowing that institution-
al change happens over time through tireless 
effort. At the end of the day, your most influ-
ential method of dissent will be what you do 
with the time that is given to you. This is the 
world that we will inherit. Brace yourself. 
Anderson is a Plan II and history freshman 
from Houston.
A year into taking office, Russian President 
Vladimir V. Putin decided that, as the chief 
executive of his land, he need not to humor 
dissent among lower officials. Putin unveiled 
plans to consolidate the Kremlin’s power by 
giving himself the power to fire governors and 
other regional officials, including Moscow’s 
mayor. The governors, in turn, would then 
have the power to fire local officials.
The mayor of Moscow was sacked in 2010, 
after a spat with then-President Dmitry 
Medvedev. (Putin was then serving as Prime 
Minister, but was still effectively Russia’s rul-
er). Of late, governors and other regional 
officials — in an attempt to curry favor with 
Putin — have become emboldened in their 
campaigns to purge localities of any mayor 
disloyal to the Kremlin. They use the cover of 
alleged venality, or noncompliance with the 
law, to remove the people’s chosen represen-
tative and give their own replacement.
Enter Gov. Greg Abbott. On Wednesday, 
Abbott announced his intention to seek the 
passage of a law through the Texas Legisla-
ture that would mandate the removal from 
office of Travis County Sheriff Sally Hernan-
dez, on account of her reluctance to assist 
federal immigration officials in detaining 
and deporting undocumented immigrants 
who are arrested for nonviolent crimes.
If Hernandez, a Democrat, were removed 
from office, her replacement would be uni-
laterally appointed by Abbott, a Republican. 
Hernandez was elected last November with 
62 percent of the vote. Abbott now wants to 
replace her with one of his own cronies.
The flare-up ostensibly revolves around 
Hernandez’s intention to scale back coop-
eration with U.S. Immigration and Customs 
Enforcement, wherein her office would not 
regularly reveal the immigration status of 
Travis County denizens detained by local 
authorities. Exceptions would be granted for 
serious, violent crimes, or for compliance 
with a court order.
Abbott lambasts this policy as creating a 
“sanctuary city,” contending that Hernandez 
is in violation of the law. Why Abbott has set 
out to be the supreme arbiter of the law is be-
yond my comprehension and understanding.
Abbott fired back, noting to Democrats 
that, “This is not a pronouncement of sound 
public policy; it is a dangerous game of po-
litical Russian roulette — with the lives of 
Texans at stake.”
Indeed, this is a Russian game, just not the 
one of which that our esteemed governor was 
thinking. (Russia Today, the English-language 
Kremlin news service, has already started re-
porting on the controversy with enthusiasm.)
I need not determine if Hernandez has 
violated the law. That is not relevant. When 
the Kremlin initiated their crackdown on 
mayors for alleged corruption, I’m sure some 
were actually venal. But violations of the law 
need to be prosecuted in the judicial system, 
not the political one, and they need to be 
done with due process. It is not Abbott’s pre-
rogative to remove local officials with whom 
he disagrees, no matter the reason.
President Donald Trump’s ties to Putin 
and the Kremlin have eaten up many recent 
news cycles. The Russification of our de-
mocracy is indeed an important story. But 
it is happening in Austin as surely as it is in 
Washington, D.C.
“It is wrong for the governor to threaten 
the democratic autonomy of our communi-
ty when all we are trying to do is keep safe,” 
State Rep. Gina Hinojosa concluded.
Those words could have just as surely 
come from Novgorod.
Horwitz is a first-year law student from 
Houston. 
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Gov. Abbott takes first steps 
toward Russification of Texas
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Protesters gather outside of Austin-Bergstrom International Airport to voice opposition to 
President Trump’s executive action on immigration from seven nations on Jan. 29.
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Are you hot, sticky and about to drop dead when walking to class? No, 
you’re not, because the weather has been great this month. Thanks to 
some downpours of rain early in the semester, we’ve enjoyed balmy win-
ter weather warmer than some northern European summers. Sure, we 
wasted all that money that we spent on cute sweaters in those post-hol-
iday sales — but let’s be honest, we were kidding ourselves when we ex-
pected winter here to last more than two weeks. So wear that tank top 
with abandon. Ignore the fact that all of this is likely because of unsus-
tainable global carbon emissions. Dive into Barton Springs pool and re-
gret it later. Walk out the door without an umbrella. Because if it pours, 
isn’t it better to dance in the rain rather than run inside?
After just over a week of the Trump presidency, we’ve seen many of the 
distinct promises made during his campaign that made him different from 
the rest of his party come to fruition. For those affected by his travel ban, 
the result of his desire to enact a ban on Muslim immigration into the U.S., 
this weekend could have represented a “we told you so moment.” But for 
those who opposed the idea of a Muslim ban, blaming those who were ap-
athetic or saw him and Clinton as equal threats offers no clear path toward 
improving this situation. Forgiving — without forgetting the pain inflicted 
by that indifference — seems like the best path forward in this increasingly 
authoritarian era. 
Last year, the hashtag #OscarsSoWhite became a rallying cry for in-
creasing diversity in Hollywood. It would seem that this year, after the 
Academy Awards revamped their voting procedures and more people 
of color appeared in films, that mistake has not been repeated. “Moon-
light” won the Golden Globe for Best Motion Picture – Drama, and while 
the Globes do have some problems with credibility (they did call “The 
Tourist” a comedy), the film’s status as an Oscars frontrunner should 
prove that they deserve that award. And the ensemble cast win “Hid-
den Figures” picked up at the Screen Actors Guild awards also showed 
that, when given the chance, stories about black men and women can win 
well-deserved awards. And while Jenna Bush Hager’s awkward “Hidden 
Fences” fumble stole many of the headlines surrounding black films this 
year, that those headlines could be stolen to begin with indicates how far 
we’ve come in little more than a year.
always be evident from the 
fan perspective. But it’s those 
small things that Aston con-
tinually emphasizes that al-
lowed the cohesive and seem-
ingly tournament-ready team 
that Longhorn faithful cheers 
for each night to emerge. 
“Again, when you talk 
about the young players, that’s 
something that (the upper-
classmen) have done a really 
great job with — is just kind 
of taking the young ones un-
der their wing,” Aston said. 
“And you might still not hear 
them, but you can see them 
pulling them to the side and 
trying to, what I would call, 
mentor them.”
The Mountaineers (17–4, 
5–3 conference) travel to 
Ames, Iowa to play the 
Cyclones on Tuesday. 
Baylor finds fifth straight win 
against Ole Miss 
No. 5 Baylor was one of 
three teams ranked in the AP 
Top-10 that did not lose this 
week. However, the Bears 
were dangerously close to 
joining the other seven.
Baylor did not lead until 
10:25 remained in the second 
half after recovering from a 
15-point deficit.
A trio of juniors sparked 
Baylor’s rally. Forwards Jo Lu-
al-Acuil Jr. and Jonathan Mot-
ley each chipped in 16 points 
and nine rebounds, as guard 
Manu Lacomte dropped in 17 
points to lead the team. 
Baylor has the second-best 
record in the country at 20–1 
(7–1 conference). The Bears 
are set for a Big 12 show-
down against No. 2 Kansas 
on Wednesday. 
Kansas edges out Kentucky on 
the road 
Both teams limped into 
Saturday’s action hoping to 
bounce back from disap-
pointing losses. Last Tuesday, 
Tennessee upset No. 4 Ken-
tucky 82-80, as No. 18 West 
Virginia handled No. 2 Kan-
sas, 85-69.
It was the Jayhawks who 
rebounded with a mon-
ster triumph in a hostile 
environment at Rupp Arena. 
The key for Kansas was pe-
rimeter shooting. The Jayhawks 
were 0-of-8 from distance in 
the first half, which resulted in 
a 32-27 deficit at the half. 
Freshman guard Josh 
Jackson nailed consecutive 
threes to start the second 
half, and Kansas ended up 
hitting 5-of-11 treys in the 
second half to secure the 
79-73 win over Kentucky.
The Jayhawks’ record 
now stands at 19–2 (confer-
ence 7–1.) Kansas hosts the 
Cyclones on Saturday.
he cares about how you’re 
going to be as a man. I 
think that the change 
was good.”
Pierce expects Clemens 
and the senior class to car-
ry the team on their backs 
by demonstrating strong 
leadership both on and off 
the field.
“With Kacy Clemens, 
Bret Boswell who is a red-
shirt junior, Morgan Coo-
per, Zane Gurwitz — those 
guys have been everything 
you expect out of senior 
leadership,” Pierce said. 
“The leaning on them, 
that’s something they 
have to create with the 
younger guys.”
Moving forward, the 
result of this season for 
Texas is still up in the 
air, but Clemens is confi-
dent he can help his team 
turn the program around 
and find success before 
he graduates.
“I think we’re excited to 
bring happiness to Austin 
with this baseball season 
for sure,” Clemens said. 
“It’s going to be fun, and I 
think we’re going to win a 
lot of ball games.”
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There’s a reason why we repre-
sent this Longhorn on our chest 
… We come here to win and that  
hasn’t happened.”
—Kacy Clemens, 
Freshman
BIG 12
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Emmanuel Briseño | Daily Texan Staff
Sophomore guard Kerwin Roach drives in against West Virginia sophomore wguard Daxter Miles Jr. on Jan. 14 at the Frank 
Erwin Center. Texas lost the game 72-70, one of the Longhorns’ six conference losses this season.
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Iowa State drops the ball 
versus Vanderbilt 
Everything went accord-
ing to plan for Iowa State 
early in Saturday’s game. 
The Cyclones jumped 
out to an early 11-point 
lead in the first half, but it 
wasn’t enough. 
 Vanderbilt scrapped its 
way back into the game and 
tied up the score by halftime. 
The Commodores imposed 
their will in the second half, 
leading by 15 at one point, 
before finishing off the 
Cyclones 84-78.
 Senior forward Luke Kor-
net and senior guard Nolan 
Cressler led the comeback ef-
fort for Vanderbilt, contribut-
ing a combined 41 points for 
the Commodores.
 Iowa State (13–7, 5–3 con-
ference) faces West Virginia 
at home on Tuesday. 
West Virginia holds out at home 
against Texas A&M
The No. 18 Mountaineers 
achieved wins over No. 2 
Kansas and Texas A&M this 
week, though they almost 
suffered the same fate as Iowa 
State against the latter.
West Virginia domi-
nated the first half, open-
ing with a 45-29 lead. The 
lead ballooned to 51-31 as 
A&M struggled against the 
Mountaineers’ press defense.
The Aggies, however, ral-
lied behind sophomore guard 
Admon Gilder’s 24 points to 
inch within two points with 
15 seconds left in the game.
Sophomore forward Esa 
Ahmad sealed the game 
for the Mountaineers after 
draining two free throws, 
giving West Virginia an 
81-77 victory.
Texas completed its 
first perfect January in 28 
years as it pushed past No. 
22 West Virginia 69-54 
Sunday afternoon.
The No. 12 Longhorns 
ride a 14-game win streak. 
They’ve opened conference 
play with 10 straight victories 
— shattering the previous 
program record. 
While Texas entered this 
season with plenty of mo-
mentum and high expecta-
tions, a cloud of uncertainty 
loomed on the 40 Acres, too. 
The team entered the 
2016-17 campaign coming 
off Texas’ first NCAA Elite 
Eight appearance since 2003. 
That 31-win team boasted a 
slew of core talent, headlined 
by WNBA first-round pick 
Imani Boyette. 
Texas also lost three four-
year starters, including its 
leader on and off the court in 
point guard Celina Rodrigo. 
Those losses made it un-
clear as to the program’s fu-
ture. A new batch of talent 
stepped in, giving Texas the 
No. 4 recruiting class in the 
nation, according to ESPN. 
But those new stars could 
do little to replace the veteran 
core of the previous year. 
Without the necessary 
growth, the season might 
have devolved into rebuilding 
in preparation for 2018 — 
and it looked to be trending 
that way as Texas dropped 
four of its first six contests. 
Head coach Karen Aston 
acknowledged growing con-
cerns at the start of the sea-
son. Entering her fifth year at 
the helm, Aston understood 
the somewhat precarious 
situation in which Texas 
found itself. 
“The other difficult part 
for this group is that when 
you look at our starting 
lineup, aside from Kelsey 
Lang, every player is in a new 
role,” Aston said back in No-
vember. “It takes time to ad-
just to the new roles. I would 
be discouraged if I didn’t 
think the future of this group 
looked good.”
Though it took some time, 
the dubious direction of the 
season straightened out, and 
the Longhorns (16–4, 10–0 
Big 12) are on track to make 
another postseason run. 
Called to step up, the 
team’s only two seniors, 
guard Brianna Taylor and 
center Kelsey Lang, evolved 
into vocal and steady lead-
ers. Alongside junior guards 
Brooke McCarty and Ariel 
Atkins — Texas’ two lead-
ing scorers — the four have 
willed this young squad to 
the best conference start 
on record. 
“The collective job that 
those four have done has 
been tremendous in just 
a sense of where we start-
ed with their leadership 
and where we are now,” 
Aston said. 
That leadership has shown 
itself in the rapid develop-
ment of freshman forward 
Joyner Holmes. Already 
third highest on the team 
in scoring at 11.8 points per 
game, Holmes has blossomed 
into the offensive threat Tex-
as badly needed if it was to 
remain in contention. 
Holmes credits the guid-
ance of her teammates and 
fellow starters in allowing 
her to be effective.  
“I think I follow mostly 
behind my counterparts like 
Kelsey,” Holmes said. “And I 
think Ariel and Brooke and 
Bri do a great job of leading, 
so I just follow them and 
then I try to step into my role 
as best as I can.” 
That leadership may not 
When Longhorn fans 
take their seats at UFCU 
Disch-Falk Field, they can 
relive former Longhorn 
Roger Clemens’ legacy by 
admiring his retired num-
ber that adorns the wall of 
the stadium’s lower deck.
But perhaps a more ap-
propriate way to honor the 
Hall of Famer would be to 
look directly onto the field, 
where his son Kacy Cle-
mens can be seen stand-
ing in the left side of the 
batter’s box. 
The senior first base-
man is hungry for one last 
trip to Omaha in a burnt 
orange uniform as he pre-
pares to start his final 
season at Texas. 
“(Going to the College 
World Series) happened 
my freshman year, and 
that was one of the best 
years of my life,” Clemens 
said. “That’s what we’re 
looking to do this year. We 
want to go to Omaha and 
win. That’s the only thing I 
care about.”
But during the past two 
seasons, his team hasn’t 
come close to reaching 
such a goal. The Longhorns 
couldn’t scrape up a win-
ning percentage above .500 
over the last two years, let 
alone make their mark in 
Omaha. Clemens is well 
aware of his squad’s strug-
gles to live up to the stan-
dards set by the program’s 
long-standing tradition 
and prestige.
“I think the toughest 
thing is when you lose 
around here, it’s a big 
deal,” Clemens said. “You 
can lose at other schools 
and it’d be normal, but 
here it doesn’t happen. 
There’s a reason why we 
represent this Longhorn 
on our chest … We come 
here to win and that 
hasn’t happened.”
Although 2016 left a bit-
ter taste in his mouth, it 
wasn’t a complete waste of 
a year for Clemens’ per-
sonal development. He 
was named first baseman 
on the 2016 Phillips 66 
Big 12 Baseball Champi-
onship All-Tournament 
team after hitting .400 
and slugging .600. Clem-
ens attributes his growth 
as a player to his recently 
obtained role as a steady 
first baseman.
“I think my preparation 
as a hitter from last year, 
getting that whole fall to 
hit, finally realizing what 
position I’m going to play, 
not tossing back and forth 
between pitcher and hit-
ter,” Clemens said. “I think 
that’s helped me out a lot.”
Clemens also looks at the 
hiring of head coach David 
Pierce as a primary driving 
force of motivation for the 
upcoming season.
“Coach Pierce is awe-
some,” Clemens said. “He 
cares about your life, and 
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TODAY IN  
HISTORY
1993
The Dallas 
Cowboys blow out 
the Buffalo Bills 
in Super Bowl 
XXVII, 52-17. 
Dallas would go 
on to get another 
ring in 1994 and 
1996, bringing 
the Cowboys’ 
total to five. 
Been getting phone 
call after phone call 
filled with great news. 
Wednesday can’t get 
here soon enough. 
#YouWinUpFront 
#Hookem
Tom Herman
@CoachTomHerman
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BRIEFLY
Clemens, Longhorns hungry to return to Omaha 
BASEBALL
By Vanessa Le
@vanessale
WOMEN’S BASKETBALL
Texas making history after rocky start
Emanuel Briseño | Daily Texan Staff
Head coach Karen Aston looks on as Texas battled an opponent at the Frank Erwin Center this season. Aston and the  
Longhorn look to be rolling toward another deep postseason run after a hot start in conference play.
By Dalton Phillips
@Dalton_Tweets
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Big 12, SEC 
split annual  
conference 
challenge
BIG 12 NOTEBOOK
Texas volleyball 
releases schedule
Texas Volleyball al-
ready has its sights set 
on fighting back to a 
third straight national 
championship appearance. 
The program released 
the 2017 spring season 
schedule on Monday. 
The Longhorns will open 
their season by travel-
ing to Houston on April 
8 for the F.A.S.T. Tour-
nament. The following 
weekend, Texas will 
travel to Dallas to com-
pete at the Collegiate 
Showcase Tournament. 
The Longhorns will 
wrap up the spring sea-
son with a home game at 
Gregory Gym on Tues-
day, April 18 against 
North Texas. 
The Longhorns lost 
starting setter Chloe 
Collins and the team’s 
second-leading hitter in 
Paulina Prieto Cerame 
after they signed to play 
professionally overseas. 
However, Texas will re-
turn two First Team 
All-Americans in Ebony 
Nwanebu and Micaya 
White. The Longhorns 
also boast what is argu-
ably the top recruiting 
class in the nation. 
The Longhorns’ com-
mits include the nation’s 
No. 1 recruit according 
to PrepVolleyball, Lexi 
Sun, as well as No. 2 Bri-
onne Butler and No. 6 
Ashley Shook. 
Although the Long-
horns have faced heart-
break in back-to-back 
national championship 
defeats, Texas has no time 
to hang its head. Head 
coach Jerritt Elliott will 
have yet another solid 
squad that has the poten-
tial to reach the national 
championship yet again. 
—Alex Briseno
BASEBALL page 5
By Drew King
@drewking0222
Joshua 
Guerra 
Daily Texan 
Staff
Senior first 
baseman 
Kacy Clem-
ens swings 
for the 
fences  . 
This season 
Clemens 
hopes to 
reach the 
College 
World Se-
ries for the 
first time 
since his 
freshman 
season. 
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In the midst of doing re-
search for their doctoral dis-
sertations, government profes-
sors Wendy Hunter and Kurt 
Weyland found one another 
while exploring the unknown 
wonders of Brazil.
“When you go to a coun-
try, especially a country that 
is so different from your home 
country, you almost feel like 
an anthropologist — and 
you try to figure out the ways 
people do things, what the 
rules of the game are,” Wey-
land said. “It was nice to have 
a fellow anthropologist. We 
essentially experienced the 
country together.”
Although Hunter was born 
in the U.S. and Weyland in 
Germany, destiny found a way 
to unite them. They narrowly 
missed one another several 
times on previous trips to Bra-
zil and outings with mutual 
friends. One afternoon, when 
Hunter was studying at a so-
cial sciences library in Rio de 
Janeiro, she saw a man resem-
bling a Stanford Ph.D. student 
her advisor told her would also 
be doing research with her in 
Brazil. She didn’t know for cer-
tain if it was him, but she fig-
ured she would take a chance 
to ask.
“I thought, ‘I am not going 
to go up to this perfect strang-
er and say, “Oh my logic is 
you are wearing Birkenstocks, 
socks, you are in a social sci-
ence library and you look 
German — you must be Kurt 
Weyland,”’” Hunter said. 
Instead, she went up to 
the librarian and asked for 
his name. The librarian was 
not only able to confirm his 
identity, but also gave her 
his number.
“I was totally sur-
prised (when she called),” 
Weyland said.
They set up to meet the next 
day to walk along the beaches 
of Rio with few expectations 
and were surprised when they 
found they had more in com-
mon than they imagined. 
“My initial idea was, ‘Wow, a 
Berkeley student must be very 
smart,’ and then I saw her and 
I was like, ‘Wow, this woman is 
beautiful,’” Weyland said.
During the next 18 months 
they spent developing research 
on Brazil, their relationship 
grew as they bounced ideas 
off one another about cities 
they traveled to. Then one af-
ternoon as they had dinner at 
a fancy Brazilian restaurant, 
Weyland formally brought up 
the idea of getting married. 
“This was not your clas-
sic ‘man goes out, buys a 
diamond engagement ring, 
gets on his hands and knees 
and proposes,’” Hunter 
said. “This was more of an 
evolving conversation.”
After keeping him in sus-
pense as she considered his 
proposal, Hunter and Wey-
land married in October 
1990 in a wedding planned 
exclusively by them. They 
integrated passages of their 
favorite Shakespeare love son-
nets and Greek speeches into 
their ceremony held at the 
Berkeley Club. 
“You could actually see 
the political science building 
from (there),” Hunter said. “It 
was nice, we had a lot of our 
friends there and we put a lot 
into the music.”
Although they were initially 
worried about the lack of job 
opportunities for professors, 
they found work in Vander-
bilt’s Latin American depart-
ment and eventually made UT 
their new home. The couple 
continues to go on adventures 
to Latin America but now with 
an extra two in tow — their 
teenage children.
Weyland and Hunter said 
though their similar interests 
in anthropology, history and 
Latin American culture keep 
their connection strong, desti-
ny was the reason they met in 
the first place. 
“There is so much in com-
mon that we share that no-
body else could ever get a 
handle on,” Weyland said. “To 
the present day we are still sur-
prised we have so much to talk 
about. We will say, ‘Why did 
we stay up so late?’ because we 
were talking talking talking.”
Trap has overstayed its wel-
come in hip-hop. Too many 
artists are jumping on the band-
wagon, saturating the subgenre 
far beyond its limit. Yet, Migos, 
who may have written the trap 
bible and brought the genre into 
the mainstream are still echoing 
its redeeming qualities with their 
newest release.
Migos started their music 
journey in 2010 but didn’t get a 
breakthrough until 2013 with 
their single “Versace.” Ever 
since, the trio narrowed in on 
trap as their specialty with their 
blend of ridiculous party songs 
and southern trap anthems and 
have churned out hit after hit. 
Although some music snobs 
may find their sound tiring, it’s 
impossible to deny the group’s 
polish and popularity. Their 
unique nature is hard to hide on 
their latest album, Culture.
Culture presents itself as a 
series of singles and hits, and 
sounds more like a compilation 
than a full-blown album. Migos 
continue to thrive on the same 
old story of drugs, money and 
luxury they’ve been touting for 
years. Although this isn’t bad, 
it does mean there’s no lyrical 
content on this LP. The stories 
have little to no cohesive nar-
rative and sporadically jump 
from topic to topic depending 
on who’s rapping. Tracks such 
as “All Ass” and “Brown Paper 
Bag” drag down the album’s 
excitement. Most of these songs 
feel like filler Migos wrote just 
to get an album out to sup-
port their singles and likely 
upcoming tour.
The lead single “Bad and 
Boujee” is easily the best track 
on this album, with its heavy 
beat and strangely catchy lyrics 
drawing in listeners. The story 
on this track also brings an ever 
so slight amount of depth, dis-
cussing a fair amount of cultural 
critique on America.
“Bad and Boujee” stands as a 
surprisingly good song, but it‘s 
Lil Uzi Vert’s verse that makes 
it. Lil Uzi’s style is like a funny 
looking clown —you know it’s 
weird, but you can’t look away. 
The most accurate description 
of him I’ve seen yet was penned 
by YouTube user OS1540, who 
wrote, “Lil Uzi is what you get 
when you let your five year 
old cousin create a custom 
character on GTA.” Well said, 
my friend.
The feel of this album is 
immaculately crafted by the 
808 Mafia, a production and 
songwriting team based out of 
Chicago and Atlanta that has 
worked with the likes of Waka 
Flocka Flame and Young Thug. 
Track after track, their con-
sistency keeps the LP steady, 
letting Migos free to do their 
job to surprise the listener. The 
beats are spacious and heavy 
and incorporate elements of si-
lence in a way that emphasizes 
the big and loud moments even 
more. Although it may just boil 
down to strong beats and drum 
machines with aimless stories of 
drugs and money, it feels larger 
than life.
If you’re surprised by this, 
then you probably haven’t lis-
tened to popular rap recently. 
As polarizing as it may be, trap 
is here to stay as an influence in 
a large portion of modern hip-
hop trap. While some might 
despise its monotonous lyrical 
content, fans of Migos frankly 
don’t give a damn.
This album isn’t going to 
change anyone’s mind about 
trap or the direction of hip-hop, 
but it works well as a typical 
Migos release. The Migos sound 
is undeniably massively influ-
ential and exciting, even if as 
a novelty.
Where they will go from 
here has yet to be foreseen, but 
for now, the boys from Migos 
are sitting on the throne of trap, 
waiting for someone to usurp 
them and take the genre beyond 
booming beats and verses about 
cars and drug deals.
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Destiny unites two compatible professors in Brazil
By Acacia Coronado
@acaciatree18
ALBUM REVIEW | ‘CULTURE’
Migos releases frat party album of year
By Chris Duncan
@chr_dunc
Courtesy of Kevin Mazur 
Fans of trap will love this album from Migos, but those who may not enjoy the genre will be lost. 
Editor’s note: Tat-Tuesday is a weekly series  
that features students around campus  
and their tattoos.
Check out more pictures and stories online.
Carlos Garcia | Daily Texan Staff
Senior advertising major Danish Charania tattooed the 
coordinates of his hometown, San Antonio. Charania  
admires the the beauty of the mixed heritages of the  
people of his birth place.
By Justin Jones
@justjustin42
CULTURE
Artist: Migos
Genre: Hip-hop
Rating: 
Danish Charania 
It wasn’t until advertising senior Danish Charania left 
his hometown of San Antonio, Texas, that he realized how 
much love he had for the Alamo City.
“It’s the coordinates of my childhood home with moun-
tains above it to symbolize strength,” Charania said. “It’s 
just to always say that no matter where you are, remember 
where you grow up.”
Charania loves San Antonio’s distinct blend of Chicano 
and American culture, despite the fact that other people 
might not see its beauty. 
“It’s not a well-known city, beside the basketball team,” 
Charania said. “But there’s a lot of culture and history.”
Ramya  
Srikanth
Daily Texan 
Staff
UT govern-
ment profes-
sors Dr. Kurt 
Weyland and 
Dr. Wendy 
Hunter will 
be celebrat-
ing 27 years 
of marriage 
this coming 
October. 
The couple 
met while 
exploring 
Brazil and 
keep their 
relation-
ship strong 
through 
common in-
terests such 
as history 
and anthro-
pology.
